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A One-Day Roundtable on the subject
‘Afghanistan Peace Talks: Challenges and
Prospects’ was organized by the
Islamabad Policy Research Institute
(IPRI) on 30 January 2019. The
proceedings of the Roundtable were
conducted under the Chatham House
Rule.

Eminentdiscussantsincluded:
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H.E. Mr. Yao Jing, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Embassy of the People's Republic of
Chinato Pakistan

Ambassador (R) Aizaz Ahmed
Chaudhary, Director General, Institute
of Strategic Studies (ISS), Islamabad
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3. Lt. Gen. (R) Asif Yasin Malik,
Former Defence Secretary,
Government of Pakistan.

The roundtable also included senior
general officers, ambassadors,
diplomats, academicians, members of
civil service and IPRI Scholars. They
deliberated on how regional dynamics
are changing in favour of peace in
Afghanistan as major stakeholders are
becoming serious in discussing its
prospects, mutual concerns and future
plans, which ultimately places high
expectations on the peace talks. As
talks progress, China hopes that while
the US is negotiating with the Taliban,
concerns of the National Unity
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Government (NUG) will also be
addressed by the major stakeholders.
Trump’s strategy for South Asia hints
at the US’ designs to give India a
greaterrole in Afghanistan.

The participants reviewed the seven
areas under discussion in the
negotiations, namely, withdrawal of
troops (with or without consensus);
ceasefire by the national forces and
warring factions; formation of interim
political setup; prisoners’ swap;
counterterrorism and delisting;
enforcement mechanism of deal; and
creation of broad regional consensus.
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