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One-Day Roundtable

A one-day roundtable titled “Regional

Implications of Indian Hegemony in the SAARC”

was organized by Islamabad Policy Research

Institute (IPRI) on March 8,2017. The roundtable

had one working session which focused on the

following main themes:

* Dynamics of Indian Hegemony in the SAARC
Region

 Politico-Economic and Security Implications of
Indian Hegemony in the SAARC Region and

e Ways and Means for Making SAARC a Win-Win
Entity: A Way Forward

Lt. Gen. (R) Asif Yasin Malik, Former Secretary of
Defence was the Session Chair at the roundtable.
Participants included professional experts,
practitioners, academicians and scholars. The
aim of the one-day roundtable was to examine
the regional implications of Indian hegemony in
the SAARC and the growth of regional
cooperation in South Asia; highlighting the
challenges to regional cooperation and
formulating policy recommendations.

Following are the salient points of the

roundtable:

e Hegemony is defined as a common
relationship between a dominant state and a
collection of states, in which the dominant
state, through its material power, tries to
exercise hegemony. The idea of SAARC, as
regional organization is essentially based on

Regional Implications of Indian Hegemony in the SAARC

two elements: geographical contiguity and
common colonial experience, especially
British colonialism. India views South Asia as a
geographically interlinked civilizational unit
whose security and prosperity is dependent
on collectivity and in its absence, the region
could become subject to subjugation from
foreign powers. India wrongly considers South
Asia as a unit that should have a center and a
capital togovern theregion.
India has exhibited characteristics of a status
inconsistent state which believes that the
international community should recognize
South Asia as sphere of Indian influence
where only its will should prevail. In this
regard, two Indian objectives were identified:
first, a South Asian state system to be
governed by India, and second, outside
interference should be avoided. India knows
that it lacks power and capability to challenge
the oligarchy of states at global level which is
why it has been advocating moral principles
such as non-violence and peaceful co-
existence. However, at the regional level, it
has been using policy of coercion and
intervention vis-a-vis smaller states.
Over the years, India has been able to
establishits market dominance in South Asia
alongside the wide prevalence ofits cultural
Continued on p. 2
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norms, however its political hegemony has always
been resisted. SAARC has also been a victim of
competing agendas where smaller states have failed
to come up collectively against India and India has
also failed to use SAARC as an instrument to establish
its hegemony.

It was opined that India has managed to develop a

strategy in concert with the West, providing added

impetus to its aspirations for acquiring global status,
specifically in the absence of Pakistan. However,

Indian cannot fulfill its aspirations to achieve

regional hegemony since it has kept important

countries such as China outside the South Asian
realm.

« India considers itself an heir of great civilization and
the successor state of British empire thus,
dominance is inherent in the Indian psyche, strategy
and doctrines. India defines its doctrines in terms of
Indian particularism and wants to protect its
strategic autonomy as it is evident from “Indira
Doctrine.” Indian hegemonic designs were described
as a source of instability and polarization in South
Asia and regarded as efforts to shape a regional order
heavily dominated by India.

e SAARC region’'s strategic significance has increased
considerably since Indian attempts to determine the South
Asian order have been resisted from nationalist forces within
the member countries. India’s deep involvement in domestic
situations is paradoxical as, on the one hand, it provides room
for itself to exercise regional hegemony while on the other
hand, it generates anti-India feelings among smaller South
Asian states.

e SAARC is economically one of the least developed regions that
has little intra-regional connectivity. While describing the
positive side, it was identified that the inclusion of Afghanistan
into SAARC was an opportunity to link South Asia to Central
Asia. It was mentioned that each country in the region has a
grudge against India but due to India's market dominance in
these countries, they have little choice to find an alternative. As
regards regional dynamics, Pakistan needs to internally
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Dr. Muhammad Mujeeb Afzal

Ambassador (R) Fauzia Nasreen

Lt. Gen. (R) Asif Yasin Malik chaired the roundtable

strengthen itself and develop its economy, as well as enhance
its soft and smart power. Unless Pakistan itself develops a
futuristic, forward thinking vision for South Asia vis-a-vis
SAARGC, it cannot play any significant role within this regional
body. There is a need to reform SAARC as this is the decade of
intra-regional as well as inter-regional connectivity, and if
SAARC does not wake up to this reality, it will remain far
behind.

Major Recommendations

In the light of the views expressed by the eminent participants,

the following recommendations were put forth:-

o To neutralize India’s hegemony in the region, Pakistan can play
a useful role. Pakistan, despite its smaller size is a nuclear
power and its strategic capabilities are a balancer against
Indian hegemonic domination for which, Pakistan needs to be
strong economically and militarily.

e SAARC as a region has failed to grow. The lack of cooperation
among the regional states due to the perception biases has
been a majorimpediment. In the prevalent era of globalization,
conflict and military approaches are not the order of the day
rather economic prowess determines the standing of a regional
actor in the comity of nations. In line with the present day
realities, there is a need for a paradigm shift to focus on
economic cooperation and energy connectivity. If SAARC
countries want to emerge on the world stage as an
economically prosperous South Asia, cooperation at regional
level is a must. Economic integration under SAARC needs to be
pursued vigorously.

e The emerging regional archi-
tecture, in view of the energy
connectivity projects bet-
ween South and Central Asia
is an optimistic move, likely
to have a positive impact on
regional cooperation.
Pakistan could emerge as a
regional pivot in view of its
geographical location,
presence of the Gwadar port
alongside the initiation of
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